THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

ancient witchcraft the previous year, they should not
examine modern witchcraft that year. The first part
of Professor Barrett's paper dealt with mesmerism,
but in the second part he related his experiences of
Spiritualistic phenomena, and urged that further
scientific examination should be given to the subject.
He gave the convincing details of a remarkable
experience he had had of raps occurring with a
child*

In the ensuing discussion Sir William Crookes
spoke of the levitations he had witnessed with D. D.
Home, and said of levitation: " The evidence in
favour of it is stronger than the evidence in favour of
almost any natural phenomenon the British Associa-
tion could investigate." He also made the following
remarks concerning his own method of psychic
research :

I was asked to investigate when Dr. Slade first came
over, and I mentioned my conditions. I have never
investigated except under these conditions. It must
be at my own house, and my own selection of friends and
spectators, under my own conditions, and I may do what-
ever I like as regards apparatus. I have always tried,
where it has been possible, to make the physical apparatus
test the things themselves, and have not trusted more than
is possible to my own senses. But when it is necessary to
trust to my senses, I must entirely dissent from Mr. Barrett,
when he says a trained physical inquirer is no match for
a professional conjurer. I maintain a physical inquirer
is more than a match.

An important contribution to the discussion was

* The Spiritualist, Sept. 22, 1876 (Vol. IX, pp. 87-88).
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